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Welcome to this year’s
Speak Up Briefing!

Be part of the discussion: @SpeakUpEd

Today’s agenda
▪ Introduction to Project Tomorrow and the Speak Up
Research Project
▪ Highlights of Speak Up 2017 research findings
▪ Conversations with our expert panel
▪ Your turn – your comments, ideas, questions
▪ Wrap up call to action

Students:
o Meziah Griffin-Hill, 3rd grade
o Madison Strange, 5th grade
o Paulina Errigo, 7th grade
o Jeimmi Gomez-Castillo, 10th grade
Educators:
o Paul Caputo, Superintendent
o Jim Becker, High School Principal
o Margaret Barnes, Middle School Principal
o Jackie Zacharias, ELL/ESL Teacher

Thank you!

Senator Joe Manchin
West Virginia

Saluting our Speak Up 2017-18 Sponsors:

We keep good company – our K-12 Champion Outreach Partners:

About Project Tomorrow
▪ Nonprofit education organization supporting K-12 education since 1996
▪ Mission is to ensure today’s students are well prepared for the future
▪ Programs and research focus on role of digital tools within the
education ecosystem – believe in power of STEAM to support student
preparation for college and career success

o Speak Up Research Project on Digital Learning:
collecting & reporting on the authentic feedback of K-12
stakeholders to inform federal, state & local programs
and policies

www.tomorrow.org

About the Speak Up Project (www.tomorrow.org/speakup)
▪ Annual research project since 2003
▪ Uses online surveys + focus groups
▪ Facilitated 100% through schools and districts
▪ We design online surveys to collect feedback from
your K-12 Students, Teachers, Parents, Administrators,
and Community Members
▪ All K-12 schools – public, private, parochial, charter,
virtual - are eligible to participate
▪ Project Tomorrow manages all data collection and
reporting for you - 100% free service
▪ Schools get summary report with all locally collected
data + state and national data for benchmarks

We share national data with federal, state and local policymakers to inform programs and funding

About the Speak Up Project (www.tomorrow.org/speakup)
Survey question topics include:
✓ Use of technology to support learning
✓ School climate for innovation
✓ College and career ready skill development/interest
✓ Home connectivity for learning purposes

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Teachers’ needs for professional learning
How do different stakeholders value digital learning
Emerging trends w/digital tools, content and resources
New classroom models: mobile, blended, flipped
School to home communications
Designing the ultimate school

❖ Activities
❖ Attitudes
❖ Aspirations

Since 2003, 5.4 million K-12 stakeholders have
submitted a Speak Up survey

National participation in Speak Up 2017: 406,779
Survey Audience

# of Surveys Submitted

K-12 Students

340,927

Teachers & Librarians

34,833

Parents

23,159

Administrators

3,249

Community Members

4,611

About schools and districts: 3,641 districts, 10,619 schools
School demographics: 29% urban, 34% rural, 37% suburban, 68% title 1 eligible

Introducing a new series of briefing
papers that address how technology
supports key goals in education:

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Equity
Personalization
College and career skill development
Effective teachers
Parent communications

Key trends from the Speak Up Research
•

Greater emphasis on linking technology to students’ global skill preparation

•

Interest, acceptance and implementation of new learning models

•

Students’ self-directed digital learning influencing expectations for school

•

Meet the new digital parent – new demands, higher aspirations

•

Thinking beyond engagement to understand outcomes from digital learning

•

Increasing criticality for Internet connectivity – at school and at home

•

Digital learning is a metaphor today for education transformation

What do you see?
Are we all seeing the
same thing?
What do students,
parents, educators and
policymakers see?

The Educational Equity
Imperative:
Leveraging Technology to Empower
Learning for All

Why is this discussion is important today?

The Educational Equity Imperative:

Leveraging Technology to Empower Learning for All
Selected Speak Up Research findings on:
1. Role of technology in developing workplace skills
2. Equity of technology use in school
3. Challenges with technology access outside of school

The Educational Equity Imperative:
Leveraging Technology to Empower Learning for All

Role of technology in developing
workplace skills

What workplace skills are most important for today’s students to develop?
Parents and education leaders identify the same top 8 skills as most important:
1. Critical thinking and problem solving skills
2. Ability to work with diverse groups of people
3. Collaboration and team work skills
4. Capacity to learn new things independently

5. Technology skills
6. Leadership skills
7. Communications – spoken and written
8. Financial literacy
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Parents’ top worry
about their child’s
future?
“My child is not
learning the right
skills in school to be
successful”
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What workplace skills are most important for today’s students to develop?
▪ 2/3rds of parents say that the best way for their child to develop those
workplace skills is to use technology regularly within the school day in class
▪ 83% of parents say that using technology effectively within instruction is
important for their child’s future success
▪ But 51% of parents say that technology use in their child’s school day varies too
much from teacher to teacher, class to class, or subject to subject
o Only 32% of parents said the same in 2013

Does the effective integration of technology within the learning process help
students develop these important workplace skills? ***

Case study examining teachers who are using:
✓ Digital animations and simulations within instruction
✓ Online videos
✓ Online curriculum
*** 43% of school site administrators say implementation of digital
content is an effective tool for addressing inequity between
classrooms and within the district.

Does the effective integration of technology within the learning process help
students develop these important workplace skills?
Student outcomes based upon teachers’ regular use of online content

60%
57%
59%

Collaborating more with peers
54%

53%
50%
50%

Developing creativity skills
46%

51%
48%
49%

Demonstrating critical thinking
43%

Teachers using digital animations and simulations

Teachers using online videos

Teachers using an online curriculum

All teachers

Does the effective integration of technology within the learning process help
students develop these important workplace skills?
Students see the connection, also … especially students who lack consistent
Internet access at home
Workplace skills

Students in grades 6-8

Students in grades 6-8
without consistent
Internet access @ home

Creativity skills

50%

56%

Collaboration skills

44%

50%

Critical thinking and
problem solving skills

39%

47%

Let’s hear from our panel of experts!
Students:
o Meziah Griffin-Hill, 3rd grade
o Madison Strange, 5th grade
o Paulina Errigo, 7th grade
o Jeimmi Gomez-Castillo, 10th grade
Educators:
o Paul Caputo, Superintendent
o Jim Becker, High School Principal
o Margaret Barnes, Middle School Principal
o Jackie Zacharias, ELL/ESL Teacher

The Educational Equity Imperative:
Leveraging Technology to Empower Learning for All

Equity of
technology use
in school

What is the state of technology use in our schools today?
District leaders identify 3 high impact strategies for improving student outcomes
and ensuring that students are college/career ready:
▪

Enhancing teacher effectiveness

▪

Integrating college and career skill development into instruction

▪

Leveraging technology tools and solutions effectively
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But equity of learning experiences using technology is a major
challenge according to principals:
47% of principals in
Title 1 schools
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non-Title 1 schools

✓ Availability of tech for student use
✓ Internet capacity/bandwidth
✓ Support for teachers

What is the state of technology use in our schools today?
Schools and districts are implementing more 1:1 mobile programs and digitallyenhanced curriculum than ever before . . . but equity of access is still an issue
Videos, animations, simulations
1:1 assigned mobile device - school use

1:1 Program
2015 = 27%
2017 = 60%

Game-based learning
Blended learning models
Online textbooks
1:1 assigned mobile device - school+home…
Online classes
0%

Principals in non-Title 1 schools

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Principals in Title 1 schools

80%

90%

Is there a relationship between providing student with mobile devices and
equity considerations?
Principals and teachers say that mobile devices have a strong positive impact on equity :
Rural schools

Urban schools

Suburban schools

Principals

Teachers

Principals

Teachers

Principals

Teachers

53%

38%

59%

44%

55%

41%

By providing all students with access to a mobile device to use in school,
schools and districts are leveling the playing field in terms of technology
access for their students at school.

Is the student learning experience different when students have an
assigned mobile device to use at school for learning?
Types of schoolwork tasks

HS students with an assigned
laptop/Chromebook

HS students without an
assigned
laptop/Chromebook

Checking grades

89%

76%

Getting reminders about tests or
homework due dates
Personalizing learning process
Emailing teacher with questions

53%

39%

60%

42%

Taking notes in class

46%

31%

Enhanced learning experiences
Doing Internet research

78%

65%

Creating documents to share

64%

46%

Collaborating with peers on projects

47%

33%

Schoolwork organization

Is the student learning experience different when students have an
assigned mobile device to use at school for learning?
Technology use in my school is effective in these subjects:
Subject area or class

Principals in schools where
students are assigned a
mobile device to use in class

All principals

Reading and literacy
development

54%

42%

Math

53%

43%

Science

50%

40%

English

49%

41%

Social studies/history

46%

36%

Special education

40%

32%

Let’s hear from our panel of experts!
Students:
o Meziah Griffin-Hill, 3rd grade
o Madison Strange, 5th grade
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The Educational Equity Imperative:
Leveraging Technology to Empower Learning for All

Challenges with
technology
access outside of
school

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/23/technology/fcc-internet-access-school.html

What technology challenges are most perplexing for school and district
administrators?
Challenges

Technology leaders
in rural districts

Technology leaders
in urban districts

Technology leaders
in suburban districts

Motivating teachers
to change
instructional
practices

68%

67%

70%

Student access to
technology outside
of school ***

50%

45%

36%

Teacher professional
development and
support needs

45%

55%

45%

*** In 2007, only 12% of administrators had this as a concern.

What are the implications of students not having access to technology when
they are out of school?

Evidence of the “Homework Gap”
Gr 6-12 students in rural communities report:
o 1/3 say they use a personal smartphone/tablet to connect via WiFi
o 21% are using a school provided device to connect to the Internet

o 13% say they regularly have problems doing digital homework
because of lack of access

What are the implications of students not having access to technology when
they are out of school?

Evidence of the “Homework Gap”

Where are
students in rural
communities
getting online to
do homework?

✓ At school – before bells: 53%
✓ At school – after bells: 44%
✓ Fast food restaurants – coffee shops: 26%
✓ School bus – public transportation: 20%
✓ Public libraries: 18%

What are the implications of students not having access to technology when
they are out of school?
Students impacted by the Homework Gap value technology
usage within learning than their peers who have consistent, safe
and appropriate access all the time
▪ Knowing how to use technology is an important skill for my future – 53% vs. 42%
▪ More interest in what I was learning if more technology was used – 46% vs. 38%

▪ Being able to use a mobile device for learning is important for my future – 45% vs. 39%
▪ Wish my teachers used more technology in our lessons or activities – 40% vs. 32%

How are rural districts addressing the Homework Gap?
Solutions

Doing this

Considering
this

Allowing students on campus before/after school

65%

19%

Encouraging public libraries to give students priority

51%

19%

Telling students to download assignments to USB sticks

54%

18%

Discouraging homework that is digital or online

45%

20%

Providing wifi in parking lots

40%

16%

Working with fast food restaurants to provide a safe space for students

18%

21%

Putting wifi hotspots on school buses

6%

30%
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Today’s agenda
▪ Introduction to Project Tomorrow and the Speak Up
Research Project
▪ Highlights of Speak Up 2017 research findings
▪ Conversations with our expert panel
▪ Your turn – your comments, ideas, questions
▪ Wrap up call to action

Your turn – time for your comments, ideas, questions

Call to action: questions to consider
o

Are our technology resources distributed equitably across our schools or within our
classrooms so that every student can use those resources to address their own learning
needs?

o

How are we helping our teachers understand the connection between the effective use of
digital tools, content and resources, and the development of college and career ready skills
by our students?

o

Are we articulating a priority for educational equity to our parent community in our
messaging around the use of technology in our classrooms?

o

How are we engaging with our students to ensure that their voice in included in this
important discussion around technology usage to support their learning?

o

Does our district or school mission statement or vision include a commitment to
educational equity?

More resources available at www.tomorrow.org
National Speak Up reports and infographics

Targeted and thematic reports
Digital learning trends
Community engagement
Mobile learning
Games in the classroom
Blended learning outcomes
Presentations, podcasts and webinars

Services: consulting, workshops, evaluation and efficacy studies
✓ We have expertise in the evaluation of mobile implementations, new
classroom models and digital content usage

More briefing papers and reports to be released this fall

Share the good news!
Every school and district can participate in Speak Up 2018!
Online surveys for:
o
K-12 students – individual + group
o
Parents – English and Spanish
o
Teachers
o
Librarians/Media Specialists
o
School Site & District Administrators
o
Technology Leaders
o
Community Members &
Communications Officers

Surveys open Oct 15, 2018 – Jan 2019
Learn more www.tomorrow.org/speakup
100% free service to all schools and districts – including reports with comparison data

Thank you for joining
us for this year’s
Speak Up Briefing!

