Does School Format Impact Students’
Learning Experiences & Expectations?
Results from the 2020-21 National Speak Up Research Project
Students in grades 6-12
Student use of technology for learning did not diﬀer by school format
Used an online curriculum

Took online tests

Created online documents

Virtual

Virtual

Virtual

75%

98%

Hybrid

Hybrid

84%
Hybrid

74%

87%

97%

In-Person

In-Person

In-Person

74%

88%

97%

Key Takeaway: Online tools have become a staple in instruction, regardless of the learning environment.

Student communication with teachers via texting did diﬀer by school format
Virtual

Hybrid

In-Person

54%

38%

32%

Students’ preferences for most
eﬀective way to communicate
with teachers:
Personal emails, 67%
1

Key Takeaway: Students stay connected with teachers in diﬀerent
ways, depending on school format. Their preferred methods for
communication are mobile based.

Mobile app with
conversational capabilities, 61%
Text messaging, 54%

Students' interest levels in schoolwork and views on learning did not diﬀer
by school format
Virtual students agree

Hybrid students agree

In-person students agree

Doing well in school
is important to me

78%

81%

83%

I am interested in what I am
learning in school

40%

42%

43%

What I am learning in school
is important to my future

42%

45%

47%

I like learning about
new ideas

57%

58%

61%

I like learning when I can be
in control of when and how I learn

50%

50%

53%

Key Takeaway: This data refutes the position that virtual and hybrid learning formats negatively
influence students' interest in their schoolwork.

Student preferences on school format are varied
I learn best in a virtual classroom setting
27%

Virtual students agree
Hybrid students agree
In-Person students agree

19%
16%

I learn best in an in-person classroom setting
Virtual students agree
Hybrid students agree
In-Person students agree

52%
66%
72%

Key Takeaway: A majority of students prefer in-person learning. However, a subset of students who have had
the virtual or hybrid learning experience this past year identify that setting as where they learn best.

How are you considering the experiences and expectations
of your students as you plan for the 2021-22 school year?
Source: Speak Up Research Findings from over 37,000 K-12 students who shared their ideas about school and digital learning with Project
Tomorrow (www.tomorrow.org) during the 2019-20 school year. The Speak Up Research Project is facilitated annually by Project Tomorrow
to inform local, state and nationapolicies and programs on education. This infographic is produced in collaboration with Blackboard.
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